Leatherhead & District Angling Society

Call for Volunteers:
Revitalising Our Ponds and Rivers

Join Us in Maintaining Our Natural Treasures

Every year, as the seasons change and nature prepares for its next cycle, our beloved
ponds and rivers quietly call for our attention and care. For those of us who cherish
these natural treasures, it is that time of year when we must come together to ensure
their well-being. The swims have become overgrown, and the waters need a little TLC.
This is a heartfelt invitation to all club members: your help is needed to restore and
revitalize our aquatic environments.

The Importance of Clean ponds and Rivers

ponds and rivers are the lifeblood of our ecosystems. They provide habitats for a diverse
array of wildlife, from fish and amphibians to birds and mammals. These bodies of
water support our recreational activity of fishing, which are essential for our physical
and mental well-being. Clean and well-maintained water bodies contribute to the
overall health of our environment and the quality of life in our communities.

Environmental Benefits

Healthy ponds and rivers play a critical role in maintaining the balance of our
ecosystems. They act as natural filters, removing pollutants and sediments from the
water. This process helps to maintain water quality and supports the plants and animals
that depend on these habitats. Furthermore, clean water bodies are less likely to
experience harmful algal blooms, which can pose significant risks to both wildlife and
human health.

Recreational and Community Benefits

Our ponds and rivers are not just ecological assets; they are also vital recreational
resources. Families and friends gather by the water for picnics, and fishing, creating
cherished memories and strengthening community bonds. Regular maintenance of
these areas ensures that they remain safe and enjoyable for everyone. Additionally,
well-maintained water bodies attract tourists, boosting the local economy and
promoting a sense of pride in our community.



The Role of Volunteers

Volunteer work parties are an essential part of our club's activities. Without the
dedication and hard work of volunteers, it would be impossible to maintain the beauty
and functionality of our ponds and rivers. Volunteers bring a sense of community spirit
and shared responsibility, making the task of caring for our natural resources both
rewarding and enjoyable.

What You Can Do

There are many ways in which volunteers can contribute to the maintenance of our
ponds and rivers. Here are a few examples:

e Clearing Overgrown Swims: Over time, vegetation can encroach upon areas,
making them less accessible and less enjoyable. Volunteers can help by clearing
away overgrown plants and debris, ensuring that members have safe and
pleasant access to the water.

e Removing Litter and Debris: Unfortunately, litter and debris can accumulate in
and around our water bodies. Regular cleanups help to prevent pollution and
protect wildlife. Volunteers can participate in organized litter-picking events or
take the initiative to clean up during their visits to the water.

e Planting and Maintenance: Planting native vegetation along the banks of ponds
and rivers can help to stabilize the soil, reduce erosion, and provide habitat for
wildlife. Volunteers can participate in planting events and help with ongoing
maintenance tasks such as weeding and watering.

Getting Involved

Getting involved in volunteer efforts to maintain our ponds and rivers is easy and highly
rewarding. Here are some steps you can take to participate:

Join a Work Party

Our club organizes regular work parties where volunteers come together to tackle
specific tasks. These events are a great way to meet like-minded individuals, learn new
skills, and make a tangible impact on our environment. Keep an eye on our website and
social media channels for announcements about upcoming work parties.

Adopt-a-Spot

If you have a favourite spot along a pond or river, consider adopting it! This means taking
responsibility for keeping that area clean and well-maintained. You can do this on your
own or with a group of friends or family members. It's a wonderful way to create a
personal connection with the environment and contribute to its health.



Spread the Word

Raising awareness about the importance of clean ponds and rivers is crucial. Talk to
your friends, family, and other members about the volunteer opportunities available and
encourage them to get involved. The more people we have working together, the greater
the impact we can make.

Support Our Efforts

If you're unable to volunteer your time, consider supporting our efforts in other ways.
Donations of tools, supplies, and funds are always appreciated and help to ensure that
we have the resources needed to carry out our projects. Every contribution, big or small,
makes a difference.

Conclusion

Our ponds and rivers are invaluable resources that deserve our care and attention. By
coming together as a community and volunteering our time and effort, we can ensure
that these natural treasures remain healthy and vibrant for generations to come. Let's
make this season of maintenance and revitalization a success, and show our ponds and
rivers the love they deserve.

Join us in this important work and help make a positive impact on our environment.
Together, we can create a cleaner, healthier, and more beautiful world.

Stuart Stafford
LDAS Fisheries officer



