LDAS Secretary’s report 2026

February the 26th sees the Annual General Meeting of LDAS.  This is typically attended by rather less than 10% of the Society’s total membership but nevertheless, is an important component of the democratic process by which the Society operates.  It is also an opportunity for members to meet committee members face to face and to ask questions/raise issues or otherwise contribute.

The main business of the meeting is to elect the committee, it’s officers and bailiffs for the coming year.  The election of a new face onto the committee is a rare event indeed but as the years roll by the present committee has become a group of elderly gentlemen who probably did not foresee themselves hanging onto their posts for so long and what is now needed is an influx of younger talent with fresh ideas and enthusiasm.
Since the untimely departure of our chairman twelve months back, his post remains unfilled and, in addition, the post of match secretary has not been occupied for some time and, without someone taking this on, it now looks very bleak indeed for the future of match angling at LDAS.

Our legal agreements (leases) with our fishery landlords (ie local authorities) carry with them legal obligations to look after the waters that we use.  These include the maintenance of safe access, sustaining fish stocks, patrolling to prevent unauthorized fishing etc. We are also still engaged in the long-term project to develop our Ashtead fishery which is proving a challenge to get through.  In order to discharge these responsibilities, we are required to organise working parties to carry out the necessary work and we rely upon members supporting these to make progress.  Unfortunately, our working parties often fail to attract sufficient support to make them effective thereby damaging the enthusiasm of those trying to organise the work.  Back in the summer, and not for the first time, I attended a work party on the river Mole, only to find myself the sole attendee – unsurprisingly, I did not achieve too much.

On a more positive note, following the adoption of the ‘Clubmate’ online tool for the management of membership applications, payment etc, membership numbers have grown at an unprecedented rate.  Much as this is encouraging, it also means that pressure on our fisheries and the need to maintain them will also see an uplift.  So it is to be hoped therefore, that from the influx of new members will arise more support for what we need to achieve.

In summary therefore the appeal is:- support us at the AGM, show your face at working parties and consider joining the committee (should you like to experience a committee meeting without committing yourself, then speak to a committee member).

Geoff Ballinger. Hon Sec
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